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California Workers with Bachelor’s Degrees 

2000 2,060,000 340,000      16%
2005 2,300,000 410,000      18%
2007 2,430,000 450,000      18%

In non-degree 
occupations

Total workers 
with a BA

Workers aged 25 to 65.

Table 1



Wage Premiums 
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The wage premium is the percent difference in median earnings of
workers with a  bachelor’s degree and workers with some college or 
an associate degree. 



Workers with Bachelor’s Degrees in Non-
Degree Occupations

Table 2



Median Annual Earnings in 2007

$40,000$66,000
Bachelor’s 

degree

$30,000$45,000Some college

$21,000$35,000High school

Does not speak 
English well

Speaks English wellEducational level

Workers aged 30 to 50

Table 3



Next Steps…

• Assess labor market demand
– Overproduction vs. Underproduction of degrees

• Examine wage premiums within occupations 
by education level

• Longitudinal patterns of employment of 
university graduates




